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comments (p. 82), "Apr's de publications initiales optimistes, ont suc-
cede des rapports negatifs."
In the introduction, it becomes clear that French laboratory methods are
much like ours. The Lee-White method and the Quick test are standard
procedures. On the other hand, the Continental workers seem to place more
emphasis than we do on the in vitro heparin tolerance. Later portions of the
book refer to interesting and ingenious applications of the heparin tolerance
test, as used by Soulier and Le Bolloc'h. Page 65 discusses the paradoxical
hemorrhages encountered during dicumarol therapy and emphasizes what
Dr. Le Bolloc'h mentioned when she visited Yale-that their heparin
tolerance test is believed to be a safer guide to dicumarol therapy than is
the Quick test.
The first main part of the book is devoted to therapeutic agents. Soulier
has reservations concerning the effectiveness of adrenochrome as a hemo-
static drug. For the counteraction of heparin, he prefers protamine sulfate
to toluidine blue. Both drugs can cause undesirable reactions, which Soulier
discusses. For local hemostasis, he prefers gelatin foam to oxidized cellu-
lose. For hemophilia he prefers dry plasma, which is prepared from fresh
blood at the Centre Nationale de Transfusion. The patient can keep this
material at home, or take it with him on a trip. This advance in medical
management illustrates one of the many advantages of centralized blood
banking.
Soulier does not consider fraction I to represent a real advance over dry
plasma in the treatment of hemophilia. For acute fibrinogenopenia he
recommends fresh whole blood in quantities as high as two or three liters;
but as appears later in the book (p. 151), this is not always successful.
The second part of the book describes the diagnosis and treatment of the
hemorrhagic syndromes. The chapters on hemophilia, the hypoprothrom-
binemias, and the thrombopenic purpuras are especially detailed and ex-
plicit. It is of interest that Soulier's experience with about eight hundred
cases of hemorrhagic disorder includes 29 cases of Willebrand's thrombo-
pathy (normal platelet count and clot retraction, with prolonged bleeding
time), but not a single case of Glanzmann's thrombasthenia (isolated defect
in clot retraction).
Several specialists collaborated in the third part of the book( which deals
with hemorrhages according to site: urinary tract, genital tract (one chap-
ter on gynecological hemorrhages, two on obstetrical hemorrhages), ner-
vous system, eye, ear, nose and throat, mouth, respiratory tract, digestive
tract, and skin (dermatologic purpuras).
J. H. MILSTONE
INFRARED ABSORPTION SPECTRA OF STEROIDS (AN ATLAS). By Konrad
Dobriner, E. R. Katzenellenbogen, and R. Norman Jones. New York, In-
terscience Publishers, Inc., 1953. xiv + 308 pp. $11.50.
One of the most important advances in the study of the biochemistry of
steroids has been the introduction of infrared analysis. Early studies by Drs.
Furchgott, Rosenkrantz, and Shorr at Cornell University Medical College
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demonstrated the importance of this technic for the identification of steroids.
This Atlas represents the important contributions to this field made by the
Sloan-Kettering Institute Group, particularly the late Dr. Konrad Dobriner,
and Dr. R. Norman Jones originally of Queen's University and now at
laboratories of the National Research Council of Canada. As Dr. C. P.
Rhoads points out in the introduction, the success of the infrared project
which resulted in part in the issue of this Atlas was in part due to co-
operation of investigators at the American Cyanamid Company, particularly
Dr. R. B. Barnes, as well as Dr. James Hardy of Cornell University
Medical College.
The publication of this Atlas now places in the hands of all interested
investigators the infrared curves of some 306 compounds including a great
number of steroids of physiological importance. The bulk of the spectra are
of steroid hormones and their metabolites but representative curves of bile
acids, steroid sapogenins, cardiac aglycones, and steroid alkaloids are in-
cluded. The curves are plotted in terms of wave number units and per-
centage absorption. These plots cannot be superimposed upon transmission
recording obtained in individual laboratories. The volume contains short
sections on experimental technic and the use of spectra in structural deter-
minations. This latter section might have been profitably expanded.
This carefully prepared volume is a valuable contribution to the steroid
literature and I am sure copies will be found in all laboratories where
studies on the biochemistry of steroids are being done.
RALPH I. DORFMAN
GLOBAL EPIDEMIOLOGY-A GEOGRAPHY OF DISEASE AND SANITATION.
Volume Three, THE NEAR AND MIDDLE EAST. By J. B. Simmons, T. F.
Whayne, G. W. Anderson, H. M. Horack, R. A. Thomas, and Collabora-
tors. Philadelphia, J. B. Lippincott Co., 1954. xxiv + 357 pp., 18 maps.
$12.00.
Encyclopedias are of increasing value as they are brought to completion,
and the appearance of the third volume in this systematic digest of world
health and hygienic conditions is cause for congratulation to the authors and
of satisfaction to the interested public.
This public will prove much larger than the medical and allied profes-
sions, for the volume should be valuable to all whose interests in any way
are involved in this area-in the organization of transportation to and with-
in the region, those considering investments or other business ventures,
anthropologists, sociologists, missionaries, travelers-and to officials of the
State, Armed Forces, and Commerce Departments.
This, perhaps prejudiced, reader found the volume fascinating. Health
conditions which resemble those of the Middle Ages still persist in the
Near East. In this year of grace, there are countries where the mortality in
infants before the age of five is estimated at 500 per 1,000 live births, where
annual smallpox epidemics occur, where there is no sewerage system for a
country of 170,000 square miles and five million inhabitants, where the
ratio of doctors to the population varies from about 1: 2,000 in the best
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